
Membership Application Instructions

An applicant for membership must complete an application.  One original application is required.  An application on CD with 8-1/2” x 14” approved paper or an application form may be purchased from C.A.R. National Headquarters.  Before completing the application, read it very carefully.  The blank application may be printed or copied to be used as a worksheet.  

An application must be completed in permanent black ink using the CD with a laser printer, not an inkjet printer, or using a typewriter.  A completed application must be printed on both sides of two sheets of C.A.R.-approved, 100% cotton paper.  If neither a laser printer nor a typewriter is available, contact C.A.R. National Headquarters for assistance.  All signatures must be original in black ink. 
 

A copy of the completed application should be retained until the application is approved.  If it is necessary for the National Society to write for further information about the lineage or for further proofs, referring to the application will facilitate the recipient's understanding of the requests made in the letter.  

Page One of Application

State, City, Society   Complete all three blanks for organized societies.  The city is the location of the society not the residence of the applicant.  Enter only the state if applying for membership at large.  Enter only the state and city if the society is organizing and a name has not been confirmed by the Senior National Board of Management.

Name and Residence of Applicant   Enter the full legal name, complete residence address, city, state, ZIP + 4® Code, telephone number, and e-mail address.  Do not give a school or other temporary address.  If the applicant’s legal name at birth has been changed, both names must be given.  

Descendant of Ancestor   Enter the name of the Revolutionary ancestor from whom the applicant is descended.

Signature of Applicant   The applicant must sign the application.  If the applicant is too young to sign, the name should be written by the parent or guardian on the line designated for the signature of applicant with the signature of the parent or guardian below.

Endorsers   The applicant must be endorsed by two members in good standing of the DAR, SAR, or S.R., or by one such and one C.A.R. member. 

Required Signatures   The Society President, Society Recording Secretary, Society Registrar, and the Senior Society President must sign the application before it is sent to C.A.R. National Headquarters.  For an organizing or reorganizing society, only the signature of the Senior Organizing or Reorganizing President is required.  For a member at large, only the signature of the Senior State President is required.

Pages Two and Three of Application ― Lineage

Under lineage, "on" means the date and "at" means the place of birth, marriage, and death.  Dates should be given as day, month, and year, for example, 13 Jun 2006.  Places should be given as city, county, and state.

Revolutionary Ancestor   The ancestor’s dates and places of birth and death and place of residence during the Revolution must be given.  
Acceptable Service during the Revolution

· Signer of the Declaration of Independence

· Military or Naval service between 19 Apr 1775, and 26 Nov 1783

· Civil Service under new state governments before 26 Nov 1783

· Patriotic service by men and women during the years 1774–1783, including the following:

· Membership on Committees of Correspondence, Inspection, and Safety

· Signing of pledges to support the cause of the colonies such as Oath of Allegiance and Articles of Association

· Signing of declarations such as the Mecklenburg Declaration of 1775 or petitions recognizing the authority of the provisional or new state governments

· Membership in the Boston Tea Party, Kaskaskia Campaign, Galvez Expedition, or Cherokee Expedition

· Defense of the frontiers or service as rangers

· Patriotic service as minister, doctor, or nurse

· Imprisonment by British for support of the colonies

· Payment of supply tax in Pennsylvania

· Rendering of material aid such as furnishing supplies with or without remuneration

Applicant   The birth date and birthplace of the applicant must be given.

Second and Third Generations   In the two generations of the parents and grandparents of the applicant, all dates and all places of birth, marriage, and death are required.  Births, marriages, and deaths outside of the United States of America must have the name of the country and the location in the country.  No exceptions are permitted without satisfactory explanation. 

Full Dates and Places   Full dates (day, month, year) and full places (city, county, state) for each generation of the lineage must be given.  Insufficient information about any generation will delay approval of the application.  It is especially requested that full information about the parents and grandparents of the most remote living ancestor be given.  For example, if the lineage is traced through the applicant's grandmother, who is now living, the application should include full information about the grandmother's parents and grandparents through whom the line is traced. 

The name of the Revolutionary ancestor’s spouse should be given.  A legal record naming the parent of the child through whom descent is claimed will suffice if the spouse's name cannot be found.
Change of Name   Membership is based on biological lineage.  If the applicant has a different surname than the biological parents, names and birth, marriage, and divorce dates and places of the biological parents must be given.  Similarly, if a change of name occurred in other generations of the applicant’s lineage, the biological lineage must be given. 

Adopted Children   The basis of biological lineage for membership makes it impossible for an application of an adopted child to be accepted, unless eligibility is proven through the biological, rather than the adoptive parent.    Similarly, if adoption occurred in other generations of the applicant’s lineage, the biological lineage must be given.

Spouse(s) of Revolutionary Ancestor   The name(s) of the spouse(s) of the Revolutionary ancestor and date(s) and place(s) of marriage(s) should be given.  

Children of Revolutionary Ancestor   The names of the children of the Revolutionary ancestor should be listed by each marriage.  Include birth dates and birthplaces of the children and the names of their spouses.

Page Four of Application ― References

References for Ancestor’s Service   Unless the service is proved to have been rendered by the ancestor the applicant claims, the service must be identified with the place of residence of the ancestor during the American Revolution.  If there is more than one person of the same name in the same place, it must be conclusively proved that the service belongs to the ancestor the applicant claims.  The proof cited for the service should be from published Revolutionary records of the various states, lists of Revolutionary soldiers compiled from official sources, unpublished records of the various states or the federal government, town or county records, contemporary letters, obituary notice of the patriot, or tombstone erected at the time of the patriot’s death.  Unsupported statements in genealogies and county histories are not acceptable.

References for Lineage   References are required to be listed for each generation of the lineage linking each child to parents using copies of original records, legal documents, or published records citing title, author, publication date, volume, and page.  For those generations who lived in 1850 and after, Federal Population Census records and vital records such as birth, marriage, and death certificates are especially helpful.  For generations who lived prior to 1850, sources such as probate, land, and church records are useful.  Bible records must be copied in entirety, with title page, publication date, and name of publisher.  Other useful sources are wills, deeds, newspapers, cemetery records, tombstone inscriptions, and pension records.

Genealogies and county histories must cite the exact sources used for the information they contain.  A photocopy or certified copy of an unpublished record must be furnished if it is to be considered in verifying the application.  Material does not need to be photocopied if reference is given to its location in the Library of the National Society Daughters of the American Revolution.  

C.A.R., DAR, SAR, and S.R. applications can be submitted as part of the documentation to prove lineage, however some older C.A.R., DAR, SAR, and S.R. Patriot lines have been closed, while others require updating with new references and additional dates and places before they can be considered to verify an application.  Applicants referencing a C.A.R. or DAR application need not send a copy of the application but only furnish the member’s name, national number, and the relationship to the applicant.  Applicants referencing an SAR or S.R. application must furnish a record copy.

Name of Applicant and Person to Contact   Include full legal name of the applicant.  Include name, telephone number, and e-mail or mailing address of the person to contact regarding the lineage and references sections.

Please do not write in the space reserved for C.A.R. Genealogist’s notes.

Supplemental Applications
Supplemental applications may be submitted after the member has received notice of acceptance to membership and is assigned a national number based upon the original application.  Supplemental applications have the same requirements as original applications except endorsers and society officers do not need to sign.  The signature of the Senior Society President is required.  Write "Supplemental" at the top of page one and insert the member's N.S.C.A.R. national number in the designated place.  Verification of applications for new members takes precedence over supplemental applications. 
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